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       December 19, 2005 
 
 
Via email and fax to 1-432-334-7138 
 
Board of Trustees 
Ector County Independent School District 
c/o Randy Rives, President 
PO Box 3912 
Odessa, Texas  79760 
 
 Re:  Adoption of curriculum for new Bible course 
 
Dear President Rives and Members of the Board: 
 
 It is our understanding that the Board of Trustees will be 
meeting on December 20, 2005 to consider the adoption of a 
curriculum for use in teaching the school district’s new high school 
course about the Bible.  As you know, we wrote to you last May when 
this issue first arose and it was reported that you were considering 
the adoption of the “curriculum” of a group called the National 
Council on Bible Curriculum in Public Schools (“NCBCPS”).  In our 
letter, another copy of which is attached for your convenience, we 
explained why it would not be constitutional for the school district 
to adopt the NCBCPS materials.  The legal situation has not changed, 
and we strongly urge you not to adopt the NCBCPS materials for your 
course.   
 
 As we believe you know, during the summer, Dr. Mark A. 
Chancey, who teaches biblical studies in the Department of Religious 
Studies in Dedman College of Humanities and Sciences at Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas, reviewed the NCBCPS “curriculum” and 
published a lengthy analysis of it from his perspective as a Bible 
scholar and educator.1  Dr. Chancey identified significant problems 
with the NCBCPS materials, and concluded that  
 

in my professional judgment as a biblical scholar . . . this 
curriculum on the whole is a sectarian document, and I cannot 
recommend it for usage in a public school setting.  It 
attempts to persuade students to adopt views that are held 
primarily within certain conservative Protestant circles but 

                                                 
1  Dr. Chancey’s report was written for the Texas Freedom Network 
and is available at 
<http://www.tfn.org/files/fck/BibleCirReportOnline.8.3.05.pdf> 
(visited December 14, 2005). 
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not within the scholarly community, and it presents Christian 
faith claims as history.2    

 
Dr. Chancey’s report independently confirmed what we had written to 
you about the NCBCPS materials in May, and ratified the wisdom of 
other school districts around the country (identified in our letter) 
in deciding not to adopt these unconstitutional materials.       
 
 We are aware that, in response to Dr. Chancey’s report, the 
NCBCPS made some changes in its “textbook.”  However, while the 
changes apparently eliminate some of the most overt problems 
identified by Dr. Chancey, they have not cured the fundamental 
constitutional defects of the NCBCPS “curriculum” that we discussed 
in our May 2005 letter:  that the materials present the Bible as 
history, and that they do so from a Christian perspective.  Each of 
these flaws independently renders the NCBCPS materials improper for 
use in a public school under Supreme Court precedent, for the 
reasons we set out in our May letter.  Dr. Chancey himself has 
written of the revised NCBCPS text:  
 

Most troubling is the fact that the new curriculum still 
clearly reflects a political agenda.  Like the old version, it 
seems to Christianize America and Americanize the Bible. . . . 
[T]he curriculum’s own position is quite clear -- and it is 
the position of the NCBCPS’s endorsers and advisors, the 
belief that America was founded as a distinctively Christian 
nation and should remain so.3  

 
 It is our understanding that the Curriculum Committee that the 
Board established to evaluate curriculum materials has presented to 
you as an alternative to using the NCBCPS materials a textbook about 
the Bible recently published by the Bible Literacy Project.  It is 
our understanding that the Project has published this text in a good 
faith effort to provide to public schools instructional materials 
about the Bible that conform to constitutional requirements and in 
particular that do not seek to present the Bible from a sectarian 
perspective.  The same cannot be said about the NCBCPS. 
 
 Indeed, as we noted in our May letter, despite the lawsuit in 
Lee County, Florida, in which a federal court prohibited the “New 
Testament” portion of an edition of the NCBCPS “curriculum” from 
being taught,4 the NCBCPS has publicly claimed that its materials 

                                                 
2  Chancey Report, at 2. 
3  Dr. Mark A. Chancey, “The Revised Curriculum of the National 
Council on Bible Curriculum in Public Schools,” October 2005, 
available at <http://www.bibleinterp.com/articles/ 
Chancey_Bible_Curr_Revised.htm> (visited Dec. 14, 2005). 
4  Gibson v. Lee County School Board, 1 F. Supp. 2d 1426 (M.D. 
Fla. 1998). 
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have never been challenged in court.  This is a falsehood that 
should certainly give any school board pause as to the group’s bona 
fides.  And, from his perspective as an educator, Dr. Chancey 
identified additional concerns about the NCBCPS, including his 
conclusion that “much of” the NCBCPS “curriculum” he reviewed this 
summer was “plagiarized.”5    
 
 It is unfortunate that the Curriculum Committee did not 
actually recommend a specific curriculum, as it would likely have 
been helpful for the Board to have had the benefit of the 
Committee’s considerations.  Among other things, we understand from 
press reports that at a public forum held by the Committee in 
November, the majority of speakers advocated adoption of the Bible 
Literacy Project text.   
 
 For all of the reasons set out in this letter and in our 
letter of May 4, 2005, the Ector County ISD should not, and cannot 
properly, adopt the “curriculum” of the NCBCPS as the basis for its 
new course about the Bible.  Indeed, adoption of that curriculum 
would likely embroil the district in needless, divisive, and costly 
litigation.  Particularly with the option of an alternative -- the 
Bible Literacy Project text -- that would not bring about such an 
outcome, there is even more reason for the Board not to adopt the 
NCBCPS materials.     
 
 Please do not hesitate to call us if you have any questions or 
if there is any other information that we can provide.  
 
  
       Sincerely, 
 
       /s/ 
 
       Elliot M. Mincberg 
       General Counsel and  
       Legal Director 
 

       
            
       Judith E. Schaeffer 
       Deputy Legal Director 
 

                                                 
5  Dr. Mark A. Chancey, “Coming Soon to a School District Near 
You?  The National Council on Bible Curriculum in Public Schools,” 
August 2005, available at <<http://www.bibleinterp.com/articles/ 
Chancey_Council_Bible_In_Schools.htm>(visited Dec. 14, 2005). 
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cc:  David Newman 
     All Members, ECISD Board of Trustees 
     Wendell Sollis, Superintendent, ECISD 
     Deece Eckstein, Texas Director, People For the American Way    
      Foundation  
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


