
              
 

 

 

Donald Trump and White Supremacist Hate 
 

Background: 
 
Before he became president, Donald Trump was an unrepentant proponent of “birtherism” – the 
idea that President Barack Obama was not born in the United States. It was an outrageous and racist 
attack on the first Black president that fueled white supremacist hatred and that Trump continued 
for over five years. By advancing this disgusting conspiracy theory starting in 2011, Trump was 
gaining Alt-Right and white nationalist followers who would ultimately become some of his most 
strident supporters in his eventual presidential run. 
 
In 2016, Trump kicked off his campaign for president by calling Mexican immigrants rapists and 
very quickly became the preferred candidate of the “Alt-Right.” The Alt-Right is a term coined by 
avowed neo-Nazi Richard Spencer (who infamously gave the Nazi salute and yelled “Hail Trump!” 
at an event in November) to describe the brand of white supremacy he popularized on the right. 
Trump gave the Alt-Right more to cheer when he appointed as Senior Advisors Steve Bannon, 
former head of Breitbart; Sebastian Gorka, allegedly a member of a Hungarian Nazi group; and 
Stephen Miller, who has planned white nationalist events with Spencer.  

 
After the harrowing events in Charlottesville, Virginia, in which white supremacists, Nazis, and the 
Alt-Right converged to protest the removal of a statue of Robert E. Lee, Trump equated the actions 
of neo-Nazis with the protesters speaking out against them. In reality, counter-protesters showed up 
to resist the Alt-Right’s messages of hatred; the actions of the “Unite the Right” attendees 
culminated in multiple injuries and the death of a counter-protester in a terrorist attack in which an 
Alt-Right Trump supporter plowed his car into a crowded street. 

 
Trump’s initial response to the events condemned “violence on many sides” and was lauded by 
white supremacist groups. On Tuesday August 15 he held a press conference where he doubled down 
on his narrative that “both sides” were to blame. He complained that the media had unfairly 
represented the Alt-Right who were in Charlottesville and asserted that there were “fine people” on 
both sides -- including the side of the white supremacists and Nazis. These complaints mirror ongoing 
narratives in the Alt-Right press that their rally was unfairly slandered as being a neo-Nazi rally, 
despite the fact that protesters marched while doing Nazi salutes the night before the rally and 
groups of men yelling Nazi chants and others carried Nazi flags during the main event on Saturday. 
Trump’s comments were welcomed by notorious neo-Nazis and white supremacists – including 
Richard Spencer and former KKK leader David Duke. 
 
Key Points: 
 

 Since the beginning of his campaign, Donald Trump frequently appeared to directly court 
the votes of white supremacists and white nationalists, and he was the choice candidate of 
the white supremacist Alt-Right. As president, Trump has retweeted white supremacist 
accounts on his Twitter. 
 



              
 

 

 

 The Alt-Right is a far-right extremist movement with the stated mission of creating a white 
state and destroying “leftism.” It is heavily based in white nationalism and anti-Semitism, and 
it is also anti-immigrant, anti-feminist, and against rights for LGBTQ persons. 
 
  

 After Trump’s election, anti-Muslim hate crimes increased by a whopping 91 percent. Hate 
crimes against racial and religious minorities fueled by the campaign increased 20 percent. 
 

 According to the Anti-Defamation League, there have been 372 politically motivated 
murders since 2007. Right-wing extremists committed 74 percent of these murders; left-wing 
extremists committed fewer than two percent. 

 
 Trump’s appalling defense of white supremacists at his press conference on August 15 was 

widely condemned by members of both parties, although only 13 Republicans explicitly 
called him out by name. 

 
 Violence by neo-Nazis and white supremacists in Charlottesville led to the death of one 

woman, the brutal beating of a young Black man, and numerous other injuries. 
 

 Emboldened by the president’s comments after the “Unite the Right” rally in Charlottesville, 
white supremacists are planning numerous other rallies across the states. 
 

 A NPR poll found that a majority of Americans – 52 percent – believe that Trump’s 
comments on Charlottesville were not strong enough. 

 
 Trump continues to rely on his white nationalist advisors Steve Bannon, Sebastian Gorka, 

and Stephen Miller. 
 

What you can do: 
 

 Congress needs to hear from all of us about Trump’s sympathy towards hate groups and the 
extreme right-wing media narratives that defend them. Call your members of Congress and 
demand they strongly unequivocally Trump’s statement on white nationalists at 
Charlottesville. 

 
 Demand that Trump condemn Steve Bannon, Sebastian Gorka, and Stephen Miller.  

 
 Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper about how you plan to fight back against 

white supremacy in your community.  
 
 Educate your own community and networks about the rise of white supremacist and Alt-

Right hatred.  
 

 Challenge your friends and family to question the prevalence of institutional white 
supremacy in our daily lives. 

 

https://www.nytimes.com/2017/08/15/us/politics/alt-left-alt-right-glossary.html
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2017/08/what-trump-gets-wrong-about-antifa/537048/
http://www.npr.org/2017/08/16/543957964/poll-majority-believe-trump-s-response-to-charlottesville-hasn-t-been-strong-eno
http://act.pfaw.org/sign/fire-bannon-gorka-miller/?source=pfaw_resistancerecess


              
 

 

 

 And get the word out on social media! 
 

Find resources to help you do all of that and more at 
www.pfaw.org/ResistanceRecess  

http://www.pfaw.org/ResistanceRecess

