
              
 

Protecting Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s Investigation 
 
Background: 
 
Calls for a special prosecutor to investigate the Russian hacking of the 2016 election reached fever pitch 
after Trump fired FBI Director James Comey and then admitted it was because of the Russia 
investigation. Several months earlier, after public revelations that he had lied to the Senate Judiciary 
Committee about conversations he’d had with the Russian ambassador as a member of the Trump 
campaign, Attorney General Jeff Sessions had recused himself from any investigations related to Russia 
and the election. Therefore, the responsibility for naming a special counsel fell to Deputy AG Rod 
Rosenstein, who, on May 17th named former FBI Director, Robert Mueller. Mueller has hired a crack 
team of legal experts, issued subpoenas, and impaneled multiple grand juries in his probe into all aspects 
of Russian interference in our elections – including potential Trump campaign collusion -- as well as 
other legal matters arising in the course of that investigation.  
 
Trump and his allies have repeatedly attacked Mueller’s investigation, raising concerns that he might fire 
Mueller and/or obstruct the investigation in other ways.  
 
Key points: 
 

 The public, by a margin of more than 2-to-1, supports the Mueller investigation, as do many 
Republicans and Democrats in Congress. A recent poll shows that of those following the Russia 
scandal closely, nearly two-thirds (65%) now think that members of his campaign colluded with Russia 
to help sway the November election.  
 

 Both the House Speaker and the Senate Majority Leader have defended Mr. Mueller when the issue 
of his removal has come up. Speaker Paul Ryan said, “I think the best thing to do is to let Robert 
Mueller do his job. I think the best vindication for the president is to let this investigation go on 
independent and thoroughly.” Majority Leader Mitch McConnell said, “I have a lot of confidence in 
Bob Mueller. I think it was a good choice.” 
 

 If Trump were to fire Mueller as an attempt to end the investigation, it would create a constitutional 
crisis, much like the “Saturday Night Massacre” of the Watergate era, in which Nixon forced the 
resignations of DOJ officials until he found someone willing to fire special prosecutor Archibald Cox.  
 

 President Trump must be prevented from interfering with the special counsel investigation. And it 
falls on Congress to make sure that Trump is not allowed to obstruct justice and threaten the integrity 
of our democracy. 
 

What you can do: 
 

Lobby your members of Congress in person while they are home for recess … Write a letter to the editor 
… Raise awareness in your own community and networks … And get the word out on social media!  

 
Find resources to help you do all of that and more at www.pfaw.org/ResistanceRecess  

 

http://www.pfaw.org/ResistanceRecess

