January 15, 2016

Roger Ailes

CEO

Fox News

1211 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10036

Deborah Turness
President

NBC News

30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10112

Dear Mr. Ailes and Ms. Turness,

In coming days, presidential candidates from both political parties will appear on your respective networks
to debate the issues of the day as they seek the nation’s highest office.

Past debates have addressed national security, foreign policy and the economy, among other issues. But
one topic has been largely absent: the future of the United States Supreme Court.

During the next President’s term, four Justices, from both sides of the ideological spectrum, will be in their
80s. Considering that the average retirement age for a Justice is 78, it’s likely that the person the
Americans elect in November, whether a Democrat or a Republican, will have the opportunity to
drastically reshape the Court for a generation.

As recent decisions have made clear, the ability to shape the Court represents an enormous opportunity
to influence our nation’s future, including critical issues that most voters care about.

The importance of the Supreme Court is not a partisan or ideological issue. Progressives and
conservatives alike have pointed out that the Court is at stake in 2016. Despite our many disagreements
with our colleagues at organizations like the Judicial Crisis Network, for instance, we agree completely
with their television ads that state “On the most important issues, the Supreme Court decides.”

As you prepare for the upcoming Democratic and Republican debates, we urge you to ask the candidates
what they would look for in a potential Supreme Court Justice. Which current Justices, if any, would they
use as models? What values, principles, legal philosophy and experience would they want to find in a
nominee? Candidates’ answers would provide voters with critical information in both primary and general
elections as they consider for whom to cast their vote.

Voters deserve to know where the candidates stand on the future of our federal courts, and especially the
Supreme Court, as they make their decisions in 2016. We urge you to use the upcoming debates to make
sure that they do.
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